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EDITORIAL We dreamed of two

France v England finals,
such as in Lyon in 2008.
It shattered on Saturday
at SquashBad33 for the
U15 French team,
because of Poland and
their fighting spirit. This
win was massive in
several aspects. It will be
their first final in a team
championship, and it’s
the first time a new
country reaches a final in

@) @noemiedrills

2013. However, the
Crunch will take place in
U17, an age group in
which France have never
beaten their big rivals.
With the support of the
Bordeaux crowd, Amir
Khaled-Jousselin and his
teammates will try and
break this glass ceiling...

U15/U17 since Israel in %A
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FEDERATION FRANGAISE et ENE NUTELEE A
For many years
European <. ;

squash has been
mostly the finals
between France
and England,
and a new
episode of the
series will take
place in U17 on
Sunday in
Bordeausx. ==l - 2= SHGSN ¢ Suash E |

FERERATION FRANGAISE LINTE ROUYELLE AQUITAIE

FRANCE V ENGLAND

The Crunch seen by the coaches
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Yann Perrin

“Looking ahead to Sunday’s final,
it bothers me a little that the
semifinal against Spain wasn’t
more of a fight. | think they saved
some energy for the bronze
medal match, they had a tough

| journey here and they knew it
would be complicated against us.
Well, the main thing is to be in the
final, with no injuries."

“How would | describe the France-England rivalry in a word? Timeless!
There’s been so many finals, and for me as a player | have no good
memories from them... | get along well with the English coaches, but on the
other hand in a team match the rivalry is important and it means a lot to me.

How can we explain that they have so many titles? They know how to win for
sure, and the youngsters benefit from that mindset. Also, they have a huge
pool of coaches. Nevertheless, our level has increased in recent years,
among other things because of the strategy of the French Federation. And I'd
say it’s the opposite for them, it's gone down a little. Don’t get me wrong,
they still have a lot of good juniors but they are not performing quite as well
at the top level. | don’t think we’ll be favorites on Sunday, I'd say it’'s 60/40 in
their favor. France have never won a team championship at home? We'll be
the first one to achieve it then!”

@ The France v England rivalry is timeless!



A conversation with Adam Fuller, Mike Harris
and Lucy Townley

“Yes we have two more finals on Sunday, but you never get used or bored
of it! The situation is always different and it takes a lot of effort to reach that
stage. In U15, we weren’t able to watch Poland a lot because they were
playing at the same time than us, but it's good to see a new country
emerging.

@ Good healthy competition!

In U17, it was unfortunate what happened to Harriet this morning in the
qguarters againt Netherlands (author’s note: the English girl had to retire
while she was game ball up to level at 2-2 against Elcke Mols). At 1-0 down,
the boys were under pressure but they delivered. How would we describe
the England v France rivalry? 3 words, GOOD HEALTHY COMPETITION!
After playing so many finals against them, we got used to hearing the
“Allez”... Sunday’s final will be a tough on a quality team. We may be
winning most European junior championships, but it doesn’t make things

easy at all. Being
favorite comes with
some pressure, not
only for us coaches
but also for the
youngsters. They are
not stupid, they know
they are expected to
win all the time and
it’'s not easy to deal
with.”

%) @noemiedrills




The France v Spain fixture was
relatively short, with two crushing
victories for Leelou Laporte and
Amir Khaled-Jousselin. Against a
very strong team, and after a
grueling journey to the semis with
no substitute, the Iberians perhaps
wanted to save some energy for
Sunday's match for the bronze
medal.

%)) @noemiedrills
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Barring a close first game
between Luke McBride and Nick
Greter, it was also a trouble-free
semifinal for England against
Switzerland. There were
comprehensive wins for Renata
Colabella and Ali Khalil, and the
English coaches were able to rest
some players who may potentially
feature in the final.
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One of the highlights of the
guarterfinals was Alberto Mateo's
win after being down 2-0 against
Murdo McKenzie, and the
Spanish No.1 thus sent his team
to the last four. After having
already played 5 games on Friday
night against Belgium Corentin
Boniver (it was the headline of our
previous issue), the Scot ran out
of gas a little...

The stakes will be high in the
bronze medal match between
Spain and Switzerland, two
nations who have not finished in
the top 3 in this category since
2018 and 2017, respectively.
Given the recent head-to-heads
between players, the Swiss have
the edge on paper.

SO
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Let’s start with a stat that hurts for
the home country. U15 and U17
Included, France have played 19
finals against England and lost
them all... However, les Bleus can
build on their two triumphs in U19
iIn 2023 and 2024, especially since
Amir Khaled-Jousselin played a big
part in them. The boy from Nancy
IS in cruise control this week,
having dropped only 28 points in 5
matches, and he should put his
team on track in the opening
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match. If that was the case,
France would need to win one of
the two remaining matches. Either
girls, it should be Harriet
Broadbridge v Leelou Laporte,
hence a rematch of the French
Junior Open final, and then for the
boys, either Theo Baudry or
Kousha Moslehi against Gabriel
Chak or Ali Khalil.
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POLAND

spoils the party

WHILE THE GIRLS' MATCH HAD ALREADY
BEEN PLAYED IN 5 GAMES IN THE FRANCE V
POLAND U15 SEMIFINAL, MATEUSZ
LOHMANN SAVED THREE MATCH BALLS
AGAINST LYSANDRO JONEAU BEFORE
SENDING HIS TEAM TO THE FINAL.

Seeing Poland reach the final after 3 semis in a row in U15 is not a huge
surprise, especially since they have the European #1 in boys and the #3 in
girls, but we did not expect them to beat the home country in such a fashion.
The first match between Anna Jakubiec and Cassy Lincou was a rollercoaster
and the Polish girl managed her stress a little better at the end (5-11, 11-8, 11-
7,12-14, 11-8). It seemed that Lysandro Joneau would take this clash into a
decisive rubber, but Mateusz Lohmann displayed amazing fighting spirit. At 2-
0 down, he saved 3 match balls in the third before taking the upper hand.
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“l changed a few things tactically after the first game, and it worked,” he
told us with a big smile after his win. The pill is hard to swallow for the
French youngsters who won’t be playing a final at home. “It’s tough, we
have to be by their side tonight and set our minds on getting the bronze
medal,” confided their coach Lucas Vauzelle. It will be against Hungary on
Sunday at 11am.

Quote

%\Tg @noemiedrills

After having already

~ occupied this position in
the 2010s, Dutchman
Sjef van der Heijden has
been the Polish national
coach again for a few
weeks, and the least we
can say is that these
new beginnings have
been successful...

"This result comes after a very successful week at the European Teams
(author's note: Poland finished in the top 8 in women Division 2, and 2™
in men’s Div 2). We have a good team in U15 and knew we could go far,
but to be honest we were a little lucky today. If we play this fixture 10
times, I'd say we lose it 7 times, | think the French players felt the
pressure of playing at home. Lysandro Joneau is very fair, he’s got great
gualities and | am sure he’ll become a great player. As far as my role
goes, I'd say that 85% of the work is done on a daily basis by the
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coaches back home. | am there to teach them to have the will to win,
while not being afraid to lose. This final is a great reward for Polish
squash, which is growing a lot, it reminds of what we saw in Western
Europe a while ago. We have a lot of junior tournaments, with hundreds
of young people participating.”

What else en U15 ?

Hungarian No.1 Vince Czakd’s superb performance against Jaanshere
Khan was not enough, because the other two matches in the semifinal
against were comprehensively won by Esther Chak (picture) and Joe
Colton. England missed the first final when this age group was created in
2001, but since then it’'s been a 100% rate. They will be favorites on

Sunday against Poland, and
will try and win a 19th gold
medal.

All the quarters went
according to seeding,
although Hungary had to
battle hard to overcome a
resilient Israeli team. In the
key match of the fixture,
Vince Czako, him again,
narrowly escaped defeat
against ldo Menashe.

%) @noemiedrills
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THE SEMIS THROUGH THE LENS OF NOEMIEDRILLS
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WE CONTINUE TO INTERVIEW THE COACHES
FEATURING IN BORDEAUX. KYLIE LINDSAY IS A
FORMER PSA PLAYER FROM NEW ZEALAND,

AND SHE’S ONE OF THE SCOTTISH SQUASH
PERFORMANCE COACHES.

How did you transition into coaching?

I'd say I fell into it. My dad runs a club, and | did a little bit of coaching during my
career. | became good friends with Scottish player Lisa Aitken, she even came
to New Zealand several times. Through her, | became aware of an opportunity at
the Scottish Federation, and I've been with them for six years. | haven't been
gone back home in all that time, of course | miss my country...

Biggest difference between coaching adults and kids?

They are more stressed, and therefore so am I! | really want to seeing them to
succeed. At this age, you can start to do a bit of mental coaching, the main thing
is to give them tools to stay calm.
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For the first time, Scotland have their two teams in the top 8.

As far as the U15s go, the step was too high against England in the quarters.
For the U17s, it was a big battle against Spain and we were very close to
winning it, | think we had a good chance in the potential deciding rubber. Now
our goal is to get into the top 5s (author's note: Scotland lost against Israel in
U15 and U17 and will play the 7-8 playoffs in both age groups).

A quick word about squash in Scotland?

As far as youngsters go, I'd say it depends on the age groups, we are doing in
certain ones and less in others. Generally speaking, we are facing the same
problem as many other countries, it's tough to attract young girls to our sport. |
do believe for them the social aspect is very important, most take up a sport to
be with their friends and we must try and take this into account.

%) @noemiedrills
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The last time the U15/U17
European Championships took
place in France was in 2008 in
Lyon. As often, England beat
France in the two finals, and
Melissa Alves remembers the
one in U15: “A glass court had

v
f

been erected in a sports center, ﬁ 2 9

| remember it vividly because it was this time we came closest to beating
England among all the finals | played in juniors! I'd won the first match in 5
against Emily Whitlock, | wouldn't say it was an incredible result but it's not
the match we expected to win the most so it really made us believe we could

THROWBACK, 2008: MELISSA
ALVES REMEMBERS...

do it..." But the two Alexs, Cogno and
U As Hw--*“ Petitiean, lost to Oliver Holland and Niall
Engerer, and the home hopes were
shattered. "What | wanna say to our U17
team is to believe in their chances," adds
the current world No.20, who is currently in
Chicago for the PSA World
championships. "On the other hand, things
have changed recently as we beat
England n U19. In my time, that’s
something that seemed completely
Impossible...”
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